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What You Said

• I live close.
• I was born there and worked there.
• I live near it. I had my babies all there. There was 

sickness and death for me there, but I feel like I am a part 
of it. Did not want it to close. 

• It has connection to the Munson, Williams, and Proctor 
families, Grace Church, and early philanthropy in Utica.

• It’s been around many years, and I’ve seen my family in 
that hospital for both good times and bad. I feel it’s such 
a waste to not utilize this facility or at least parts of it in a 
manner other than medical or more housing etc. 

• It's not, glad they replaced it with modern hospital in 
Utica. The area is special to me because I live in it and I 
would like to see it developed thoughtfully and at the 
same time provide desperate needs.

• I’ve lived near it my entire life.
• It was very easy to get to, lots of parking no congestion.
• The space currently occupied by the empty hospital is in 

a pivotal location in Oneida County.
• It’s where I was born, and my kids were born.
• It is a public asset that is not generating tax dollars 

causing a higher burden on on tax paying citizens. It is 
also a very large prime property location that could be 
tailored to a major economic impact in support of 
nanotech via supporting companies in that sector.

• I was born there and my grandfather was cared for in the 
rehab center. 

• It is in my “backyard.” Hoping it will not become yet 
another abandoned building in the greater Utica area.

• Because I live close to it. 

St. Luke’s is special to me because…

We received 15 online vision surveys. Public responses are documented below.
I imagine St. Luke’s will benefit our neighborhood by:

• Keeping it the same.
• Providing mixed use that benefits residents all around that campus.
• Another hospital being there to serve people.
• Adding new single family housing stock of varying qualities, given its proximity to 

city limits and the adjoining residential neighborhoods along and off Burrstone Road.
• I think a sporting complex similar to or based on the Nexus Center in Utica would be 

an excellent way to benefit all in the community.
• Being replaced. 
• Create an environment for the area with jobs.
• No more apartments; people need new single-family homes. No stores or gas 

stations - something that will be beneficial to all.
• Being a mixed-use space. It would be nice to have affordable living, restaurants, 

businesses, walking/bike paths, and green space.
• Mixed residential use, including daycare and affordable housing for students and 

young families.
• Creating a community activity center. Good examples would be like the Clark gym in 

Cooperstown and YMCA in Oneida. It would be nice to have a place for kids to be 
active in a safe place like an activity center. Offering a summer program/camp for 
kids when parents have to work. A pool, gym, youth programs (STEM), bowling, 
rock climbing, racquetball, squash, pickleball, etc. The Utica/New Hartford area has 
nothing like this to offer. It should be a top priority to get the youth active and kept 
safe with an organized facility.

• Having the non-profit tax status removed and becoming a contributing property.
• Bringing a new life to the neighborhood by becoming an open air, close-quarters 

retail and park facility with green spaces, native plantings, playgrounds, dog park, 
and a densely packed, walkable "downtown" area feel. Something like a Disney 
Springs or Citywalk in Florida. Or for more realistic examples, Saratoga Springs, NY 
or Burlington, VT.

• Opportunity to add to the community tax base and provide additional housing, 
recreation and green space.

• Building a walking running biking trail system.

We should build on our successes including…

• The Wynn Hospital
• Nexus Center
• Complete resurgence of downtown Utica.
• St. Luke’s was a great hospital. It helped a lot of people. 
• Along with the building of the new hospital in Utica, and the significant sacrifice of 

taxable land from the city for the common good of the region, the county should 
facilitate annexation of the former St. Luke’s property to the city of Utica, such that 
the new development comes to the tax base of the city of Utica and helps to offset 
the loss that city residents took for the common good.

• Use of different parts of the building or adjacent to it making it a recreational area. 
There is plenty of parking too which is great.

• Proven successes in other areas: greening up with native planting, taking into 
consideration how development negatively impacts flooding in surrounding areas 
(St. Luke’s was built on high water table farmland; basements get flooded all the 
time). Looking at overview of the property, there are no trees whatsoever.

• Beautiful park also would be great.
• The new hospital should have been put here. No problem with space no problem 

with parking and plenty of room for expansion. This was strictly a political decision 
that was made to quickly. This needed to be put to a vote. 

• Art in the community. Great food.
• It's more like avoiding past mistakes, like the rejection by the New Hartford Town 

Board of housing on the property of Sangertown Square.
• Investing in local youth programs.
• What do we measure success by? There have been tax incentives and grants 

awarded to companies that have failed or underperformed. This asset should not 
be in the healthcare field. It needs to become a taxable asset.

• Bagg's Square, 840 Trail, Canal Trail, 5S corridor, wheels to heels (Rome, NY), St. 
E's development plans.

• 840 multi use trail, Utica Parkway Center, Griffiss reuse development (business 
park, sculpture trail, townhome development).

• No low-income rents. No illegal immigrants.
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Tell us about places you visited and thought “I wish we had that at home.”

• Chiik-fil-A, Wegmans, Tully’s
• Riverwalk in San Diego, CA
• An example would be The Spot restaurant in Ohio. It's a drive-in restaurant. Waitresses come out to 

your car and get your order. You eat right in your car. Loved it.  Brought back old times when life was 
slower and people were happy!

• More and better paying jobs. This area still has large numbers of underemployed people. There are not 
sufficient choices in jobs and the opportunities to actually attain prosperity are highly limited locally. If 
the former St Luke’s property does not evolve to new single-family homes, then an alternative would be 
to create a specialized business park that is connected to key programs at Utica University: 
Cybersecurity, Health Sciences, Construction Management, and seek to attract firms from within these 
sectors. Adding retail here is not advisable. There's already enough of it all over New Hartford and face 
to face retail is on the decline. Adding more parks is not necessary. Adding trails is advisable only if 
they might connect to the existing array of trails (canal, Rayhill, etc.).This region is still deficient in good 
paying jobs relative to other areas and "I wish we had that at home.”

• I am very interested in a bowling facility in this area!! There is a dire need for it with the recent closing 
of the one and only bowling center in Utica. I’ve been to the CAC building in Sherry, NY and they have 
20 lanes there and it’s awesome to see that it’s so successful they’re just for one example. I’ve gone to 
tournaments throughout the state and there are so many great bowling centers that the communities 
they ate in can take advantage of. There is also arcades in some of them and it’s just a great sport both 
competitively and recreationally!! Youth bowling would benefit so much if we had a center again. It’s a 
lifelong sport for all ages and it’s year round.

• Places in Utica and other places that have lots of trees and native foliage, water features that absorb 
heavy rainfall (ponds), large areas without automobiles- places where people can walk or bike (NOT 
gas engines). This can be done even with private or apartment housing or even commercial 
development.

• A VA hospital would be nice for our veterans so they wouldn’t need to go to Syracuse for medical care.
• Upstate Hospital. Albany medical.

• Shopping where the parking is on the periphery that is walkable and you don't need to drive to 
individual stores. Green areas with outside seating. 

• Petaluma, California, is home to a wide range of income groups and offers a variety of housing types.
• The Clark gym in Cooperstown.
• I wish we had clean streets, properties and parking lots. There are laws on the books that go 

unenforced letting business like Price Chopper in south Utica become a deplorable garbage dump! 
Community pride is lacking. Shed light on the big offenders first publicly. We can’t grow with top quality 
newcomers if visitors come here and see trash all over the place. There are so many areas in our 
region that look just filthy and the business owners are neglecting to allocate resources to cleaning it 
up. It doesn’t take much to take the step. My opinion is not that of a grumbling old person saying these 
streets are crap. Potholes are part of life. Litter is preventable and doesn’t require public funds to fix.

• Disney Springs, Citywalk - Orlando, Central-West-End in St. Louis Missouri, Armory Square -
Syracuse, Bagg's Square - Utica, Saranac Lake, NY, Inlet NY, etc. Quaint, walkable, densely packed 
city center vibes. This plot of land could be that and so much more if the right developer came in. We 
could have a destination center that people from across the state and country are starving for!

• Lake County Florida has a lot of well-developed parks that provide walking trails and conservation 
areas as well as pickleball courts and playing fields. PEAR park, Leesburg, FL, is one example. 

We received 15 online vision surveys. Public responses are documented below.



Reimagine St. Luke’s 
Planning for the Future

Public Comments (Vision Survey) | May 2024  |  FWD | A+U  

What You Said

Make it an interesting destination with 
lots of things to do 
• Providing mixed uses that benefit 

residents all around the campus. 
• Being a mixed-use space. It would be 

nice to have affordable living, 
restaurants, businesses, walking/bike 
paths, and green space.

• Mixed residential use, including daycare 
and affordable housing for students and 
young families.

• Bringing a new life to the neighborhood 
by becoming an open air, close-quarters 
retail and park facility with green 
spaces, native plantings, playgrounds, 
dog park, and a densely packed, 
walkable "downtown" area feel. 

DESTINATION/TOWN CENTER

Celebrate and commemorate the legacy 
of St. Luke’s Medical Center 
• Best bet is to make it a vets hospital. 

Another hospital there to serve our 
precious vets. They need and deserve it.

• A VA hospital would be nice for our 
veterans so they wouldn’t need to go to 
Syracuse for medical care. 

HISTORY AND CULTURE

Focus on wellness, fitness, indoor and outdoor 
sports and entertainment
• I think a sporting complex similar to or based off the 

Nexus Center in Utica would be an excellent way to 
benefit all in the community. 

• I am very interested in a bowling facility in this 
area!! There is a dire need for it with the recent 
closing of the one and only bowling center in Utica. 
I’ve been to the CAC building in Sherry NY and 
they have 20 lanes there and it’s awesome to see 
that it’s so successful they’re just for one example. 
I’ve gone to tournaments throughout the state and 
there are so many great bowling centers that the 
communities they ate in can take advantage of. 
There is also arcades in some of them and it’s just 
a great sport both competitively and recreationally!! 
Youth bowling would benefit so much if we had a 
center again. It’s a lifelong sport for all ages and it’s 
year round.

• Creating a community activity center. Good 
examples would be like the Clark gym in 
Cooperstown and YMCA in Oneida. It would be 
nice to have a place for kids to be active in a safe 
place like an activity center. Offering a summer 
program/camp for kids when parents have to work. 
A pool, gym, youth programs (STEM), bowling, 
rock climbing, raqueteball, squash, pickleball, etc. 
The Utica/New Hartford area has nothing like this to 
offer. It should be a top priority to get the youth 
active and kept safe with an organized facility.

• Building a walking, running, biking, trail system.

HOUSING AND LIFESTYLE cont’d

Expand education and job-creation 
opportunities
• More and better paying jobs. This area still 

has large numbers of underemployed people. 
There are not sufficient choices in jobs and 
the opportunities to actually attain prosperity 
are highly limited locally. 

• Along with the building of the new hospital in 
Utica, and the significant sacrifice of taxable 
land from the city for the common good of the 
region, the county should facilitate annexation 
of the former St. Luke’s property to the city of 
Utica, such that the new development comes 
to the tax base of the city of Utica and helps 
to offset the loss that city residents took for 
the common good.

• Create an environment for the area with jobs.
• Add to community tax base. 

REVENUE GENERATION

Create synergistic relationship with Utica 
University
• If the former St Luke’s property does not 

evolve to new single-family homes, then an 
alternative would be to create a specialized 
business park that is connected to key 
programs at Utica University: 
Cybersecurity, Health Sciences, 
Construction Management, and seek to 
attract firms from within these sectors. 

CONNECTING COMMUNITIES

Respect landscape, ecology; including 
gardens, green infrastructure and trails
• Proven successes in other areas such 

as greening up with native planting, 
taking into consideration how 
development negatively impacts 
flooding in surrounding areas (St Luke’s 
was built on high water table farmland 
and our basements in the area get 
flooded all the time). Looking at an 
overview of the property, there are no 
trees whatsoever. 

LANDSCAPE AND ECOSYSTEMS

• Shopping where the parking is on the 
periphery that is walkable, and you don't 
need to drive to individual stores. Green 
areas with outside seating

WALKABILITY VS TRAFFIC

Provide kids’ and youth programs
• Creating a community activity center. 

Good examples would be like the Clark 
gym in Cooperstown and YMCA in 
Oneida. It would be nice to have a 
place for kids to be active in a safe 
place like an activity center. Offering a 
summer program/camp for kids when 
parents have to work. A pool, gym, 
youth programs (STEM), bowling, rock 
climbing, raqueteball, squash, 
pickleball, etc. The Utica/New Hartford 
area has nothing like this to offer. It’s a 
top priority to get the youth active and 
kept safe with an organized facility.

• Investing in local youth programs.

A PLACE FOR ALL SEASONS 
AND AGES• Places in Utica and other places that 

have lots of trees and native foliage, 
water features that absorb heavy rainfall 
(ponds), large areas without automobiles-
places where people can walk or bike 
(NOT gas engines). This can be done 
even with private or apartment housing or 
even commercial development.

• Beautiful park also would be great.
• Provide additional green space. 

HOUSING AND LIFESTYLE

Include a variety of housing
• Adding new single family housing stock of 

varying qualities, given its proximity to city 
limits and the adjoining residential 
neighborhoods along and off Burrstone Road.

• People need new single-family homes.
• Mixed residential use, including daycare and 

affordable housing for students and young 
families.

• Provide additional housing, recreation and 
green space. 

Public responses submitted in the online VISION SURVEY organized by categories: 




