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What You Said

Make it an interesting destination with 
lots of things to do 
• My mom lives in Tulsa, Oklahoma and 

she always talks about a place called 
“The Gathering Place.”[Note: The 
Gathering Place is an outdoor/riverfront 
city park with a café, playground, skate 
park, pickleball, gardens, and more.]  
(www.gatheringplace.org) 

• Eateries are needed on Burrstone Rd or 
Champlin Ave. 

• Market/Food Hall: I would love to see 
the site include a project like Salt City 
Market in Syracuse.

• How about using some of the building 
spaces for Art/Music/Drama studios, 
where lessons and classes could take 
place? 

• Multi-Use Destination: The 53 acres 
could be used as a multi complex. The 
need for Oneida county for assisted 
living is huge since we have an aging 
population. Also, an urgent care open 
24/7. Along with eateries, and stores, 
fitness, a big indoors playhouse for 
kids, and a walking trail. Plant trees and 
beautiful gardens. I can see the vision
can you?

DESTINATION/TOWN CENTER

• Community Agriculture in a mixed community: 
When I look at the map of available space, I 
see two spots where production agriculture 
could exit -- both of the green spaces in the 
North and at the Southwest access road. 
Mixed communities, with the intent to make 
them walkable, can include production 
agriculture, especially non-animal agriculture 
such as fruit and vegetable production and 
other horticultural crops. A greenhouse on the 
paved spot above the St Lukes Home would 
be great. Communities that exclude food 
production do a huge disservice to the 
residents. So many vehicle trips are for the 
sole purpose of obtaining FOOD. By including 
production agriculture within the community, 
huge numbers of vehicle miles can be 
eliminated. Fruit and vegetable farms can co-
exist with residential neighborhoods -- the 
Town of New Hartford has plenty of 
experience in that regard, specifically apple 
trees. With the correct guidance, Horticultural 
operations can make good neighbors and be 
a source of truly local food production as well 
as employment for community residents. 
Farmers can be much more productive if they 
are allowed to do their work AND do their 
sales activities on the farm.

Celebrate and commemorate the legacy of St. 
Luke’s Medical Center 
• Veterans’ Hospital and/or Services: Help our 

veterans in the area. After all, they protected us 
now let's protect them. 

• Please consider utilizing St. Luke’s as a VA hospital 
- I come from a military family going back to World 
War II, so I have personal knowledge with the 
system.  Currently my son, other family members 
and friends have no choice but to drive to Syracuse 
for care and when you’re in pain and not feeling 
well, that 45 minute to an hour plus drive can add 
so much unnecessary stress and pain. This area is 
a long deserving of elevated care for its many 
veterans and active service members and would be 
an asset not just for those in Utica and the 
immediate surrounding communities, but also 
would be easier access for those in the north 
country as well.

• Although it would be challenging, would like to see 
a nursing home for Oneida County veterans and 
retired firefighters. 

• I live near St Luke's hospital and have used this 
facility all my life. I feel that there are not enough 
medical facilities that it stays a hospital for the vets. 
I feel that they deserve this since they served our 
country. This would go perfectly with the nursing 
home next door. It is a quiet area too so we want to 
maintain that peaceful environment. A drug rehab or 
apts would be too busy for this area.

HISTORY AND CULTURE

• Multi-Use Destination: There are a few 
multi-use developments around the 
country that I have experienced that 
would fit nicely into the footprint of the 
St. Luke’s Campus. For example, Mid-
town Crossing in Omaha, NE. This 
development is located near a college 
campus and a medical center. This 
development draws people day and 
night as it hosts a variety of uses such 
as housing, lodging, restaurants, 
shopping, grocery store, business 
offices, and a large outdoor park and 
entertainment space. This area has 
become the heart of the community. 
Other examples of this mixed-use style 
development is Aksarben in Omaha, NE 
and City Center in Newport News, VA. 

WALKABILITY VS TRAFFIC

• Pedestrian Focus: Regardless of the 
chosen use of the campus, pedestrian 
facilities (sidewalks, benches, shade 
shelters, lighting) should be located 
throughout to allow people to walk safely 
to and from the campus as well as 
circulate throughout the campus without 
needing to get in and out of their car. 

• Traffic flow needs to be addressed with 
NYS, DOT, etc. 

A PLACE FOR ALL 
SEASONS AND AGES

• The need in Oneida county for assisted 
living is huge since we have an aging 
population. Also, an urgent care open 24/7. 

• Other types of development that Utica/New 
Harford could benefit from: A public indoor 
pool facility and more childcare facilities.

• Special Needs Dental Clinic: Incorporate a 
special needs dental clinic similar to the 
teaching facility in Syracuse.

INCLUSIVITY & ACCESSIBILITY

COMMUNITY AGRICULTURE

Nearly 1,800 people have visited the project website at www.ReimagineStLukes.com. We have received 28 public comments through 
the website and project gmail (ReimagineStLukes@gmail.com), documented below.
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Focus on wellness, fitness, indoor and outdoor sports 
and entertainment
• Bowling Center: I am part of a group of bowlers who 

have drawn up a petition which we are hoping can 
help show the extreme want for a Bowling Center in 
our County in this surrounding area. After the closure 
of Pin O Rama lanes basically because the owners of 
the property and building it’s on decided to sell and 
the corporation that was renting closed it down. It was 
certainly not that it wasn’t a booming business or 
anything like that. Bowling has been a very big sport in 
our area for many many years. We have 1200 
signatures of people who bowl and love this sport. 
Closing of the Pin had affected our youth, many of 
whom bowl in a youth league, for HS and also eligible 
to earn scholarships doing so. There are adults who 
bowl in leagues competitively and also recreationally 
who enjoy this sport. Any age of people can bowl.. it’s 
a lifelong sport! We are looking for any help and we 
think that maybe part of the hospital could be used for 
this. It could be 24 lanes to bowl on. As hockey is 
prevalent in this area bringing in tournaments etc. 
bowling can also do this!! Bowlers love tournaments 
and the NYS tournaments alone bring many bowlers 
from all the over the state to bowl and same for youth. 
We currently have two centers to choose from. Vista 
Lanes in Yorkville and King Pin in Rome. Vista is 
extremely overcrowded now and it’s hard to get lanes 
for school matches, practices, tournaments etc. and 
King Pin can only accommodate so many too.

HOUSING AND LIFESTYLE

• Bowling Center: I would like to show my support 
for an idea for the property presented by people 
in the local bowling community who have been 
passing around and bringing attention to a 
petition for a new bowling alley, since Pin o Rama 
closed last year. Currently, there are over 1,200 
signatures and every moment we get more. The 
area has a large bowling community to the point 
there used to be 6 centers in the area and now 
we are left with 2. The school teams, leagues, 
and the public have dealt with the negative 
consequences of not having enough bowling 
alleys in the area. School teams struggle to find 
space to practice and hold matches, along with 
some schools, like Notre Dame, who were forced 
to not have a bowling team this year because of 
the lack of alley space. There are people who 
have bowled in leagues for years who were 
forced to break up their teams and some even 
had to quit. The community is very passionate 
about adding a new alley and I think this is one 
possible idea for what to do with the area. 

• Baseball Stadium: I think maybe St Luke's should 
be torn down and maybe be rebuilt into a new 
Baseball Stadium for Minor league Baseball. 

Include a variety of housing
• Put Veterans first. Make this a place to house the Veterans.
• Homeless shelter. 
• I think it would be nice to build a larger more beautiful place 

for our areas homeless to feel safe and secure when they 
fall on hard times so no one is turned away in need.

• Affordable Housing: I believe that if Housing is the final 
answer, this area already has TOO MANY apartments that 
are $1500 and up. I even saw one that was $2600! Make it 
AFFORDABLE. Like $500 a month, but use all available 
resources to vet all applicants thoroughly. Perhaps more 
thoroughly than the current govt-run facilities. I guess if all 
else fails, you can sell it to Utica University...

• Isn’t about time we took care of our ex-military fireman 
police officers? Turn it into a home for the brave.

• Talk to Tunnels for Towers about housing – they might build 
for wounded vets. One story houses, no Section 8 housing, 
family-owned houses like my neighborhood, 
Win/Washington/Fairway. Has the nickname of Bonaire. A 
green open area fenced in to appeal to families coming into 
the area for the new Chip FAB factory. Keep the power 
plant and use it to supply electricity to the new houses. 

• That area is in NY Mills Fire District. The Chief needs to be 
on the Advisory Board. Putting apartments in the old 
hospital may be hard for the department to deal with.

• I am joined with 3 other people in petitioning for a new 
Bowling center. We currently have over 1200 
signatures and it's still climbing. The city is too big to 
have 2 small centers. Both Vista and King Pin are only 
20 - 25 lanes. We really need it to help with the Youth. 
The schools have been hurt with the lack of a place to 
practice and hold their matches. Also, the bowlers 
have either had to quit or break up.

• Sports/Entertainment Hub: St Luke's campus should 
absolutely be a sports and entertainment hub. Bowling 
alley because another one is needed in the area for 
leagues and school bowling, both high school and 
college.  An indoor rec. center like Nexus, but for other 
indoor activities like basketball, etc.

• Recreation Center: I would like to see the campus 
provide some type of a YMCA/Daycare/Fitness & 
Activity (Raquette Ball, basketball, pool, rock climbing, 
etc.) center for families. Think of Clarks Gym in 
Cooperstown. I am not aware of any places like that in 
the Utica/New Harford area.
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